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Effects of deer browsing on Sasa spp. in Larix kaempferi plantations and secondary deciduous
broad-leaved forests

Takuo NAGAIKE

Summary : I studied changes from 1999 to 2017 of height and cover of Sasa spp. in Larix kaempferi
plantations and secondary deciduous broad-leaved forests of Yamanashi Prefectural Forests in Sutama,
Hokuto, with reference to deer browsing. The height and cover were increased or maintained for Sasa
nipponica, while those were greatly decreased for Sasamorpha borealis. For this study period, estimated
number of sika deer (Cervus nippon) was sharply increased. Also, although canopy openness of the
study plots was improved, the height and cover of S. borealis were not recovered. Thus, the decline or
disappearance of S. borealis would be caused by deer browsing. Since stands without recovering of S.
borealis should decline the function for soil conservation, we should continuously monitor and check the

function to avoid soil erosion.
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