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Peach Tree Death Damage Influenced by Heavy Pruning

Katsuhiro SHINYA, Masato INOMATA, Akira TOMITA and Koki WATANABE
Yamanashi Fruit Tree Experiment Station, 1204 Ezohara, Yamanashi-shi, 405-0043, Japan
Summary

Damage of peach tree decline or tree death has been occurred at peach farm inside of the
prefecture since late 1990’s. Therefore, the actual conditions of outbreak and feature of damage
in that field has grasped, and reproduction test and preventive measure test have held bases upon
that progress.

Difference of the region and cultivar has not recognized obvious relationship with occurrence
of tree death damage from the research of actual condition in the field. On the other hand, the
relation to tree management as pruning, especially heavy pruning in winter made higher
possibility.

Heavy pruning is a leading cause of tree decline and tree death by reproduction test, so that
similar symptom of tree death damage has observed in the research of the actual condition in the
field. From this point of view, heavy pruning in winter season is a highly concern in occurrence
of the tree death damage and it was suggested dieback from pruning cuts interfere nourishment
and water passage may be the possible cause of tree death. Moreover, pruning in March, which
is after the coldest season, is clearly the most effective method to prevent occurrence of damage

through preventive measure test.



